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Founding of the Ontario Coalition of Black Trade Unionists

African Canadian, Caribbean, East Asian, and South Asian unionists
formed the Ontario Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (OCBTU) in 1986.

“Black” was used as a political term encompassing all who are racially
oppressed. The OCBTU is an independent, autonomous body, allowing
racialized activists in different unions to keep the anti-racism agenda in
the forefront and hold the mostly white male union leadership account-
able. OCBTU continues to achieve victories through their commitment to
addressing racism within organized labour and the community. In 1996,
the organization was renamed the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
(CBTU) after it affiliated with the US-based CBTU and became a fully
recognized chapter in Ontario.

ACLA and CBTU frequently collaborate on anti-racist initiatives.
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 Caribbean women who came in the 1940s and 50s for domestic work
were subjected to pregnancy tests, paid less, and denied the
permanent residency offered to European workers. 

In 1981, migrant, labour and community activists pressured minister
of immigration, Lloyd Axworthy, to reform Canada’s immigration
policies and provide a pathway to permanent residence for caregivers. 
Known as the foreign domestic workers movement, caregivers could
apply for residency after 24 months of service. 

In the 80s and 90s, Canada’s domestic worker labour source shifted to
the Philippines. In 1992, Canada implemented the live-in caregivers
program to address some of the abuses that these workers faced.
Organizations like the Caregivers’ Action Centre, Migrante, Philippines
Women’s Centre, and Intercede played instrumental roles in resisting
and organizing, which pressured Canada to reform its racist and
exclusionary practices

Domestic Caregivers Fight Back and Win
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In 2000, Asian activists founded parallel chapters of
the Asian Canadian Labour Alliance (ACLA) in British
Columbia and Ontario, inspired by the Coalition of
Black Trade Unionists (CBTU) Canada chapter, Asian
activism in the United States, and the vibrancy of the
Asian Pacific American Labour Alliance (APALA). 

ACLA is dedicated to advancing the rights of
racialized workers in Canada and has supported
organizing drives, undertaken advocacy for racialized
workers mistreated by their unions, and fought for
the inclusion of marginalized voices in the labour
movement. ACLA is an independent, autonomous
voice that demands fairness, justice, and equality for
all.

ACLA Launches 
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